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[1
st
 reading: Genesis 32:22–31] 

[Psalm: Psalm 121] 

[2
nd

 reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5] 

[Gospel: Luke 18:1–8] 

[Liturgical date: Pentecost 22C]  
[Location: USNA] 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I have discovered a very important truth in life:  very few people actually have ESP, Extrasensory 

Perception.  After being married to my lovely wife, Emma, now for more than two decades, she still cannot 

read my mind.  I keep waiting for the day that she simply knows what I want and what I need.  But, so far, still 

no good.  For now, until the ESP actually kicks in, I guess I will simply have to ask her. 

A second truth that I have also discovered is that just because I ask Emma does not automatically 

mean that I will get a “yes” in return.  But, she has taught me an important Spanish proverb, “Ya tienes el no,” 

or essentially until you ask the answer is already no.  Asking is one step – I still must be prepared to receive 

the answer of “no”, but she may say “yes.”  Until I ask, however, the answer will remain “no.” 

Because of the relationship that she and I share and the love that we share, I know that she wants me 

to ask for what I want and what I need.  Our love, which is shared and mutual, means that we both want to 

make each other’s lives more fulfilled.  We truly want to make each other’s dreams come true.  But, also 

because of our relationship, we better understand each other.  I better know her fears, and boundaries, and 

concerns – as she does mine.  Also, because of this relationship, the better we know each other the more in 

tune with each other we become.  Ultimately, what I want and what I need Emma is already seeking to find a 

way to provide them, she just wants to actually hear from me, because of her love for me, that is what I actually 

want. 

I have also learned, through this relationship, Emma does not simply desire to be my servant; doing my 

bidding.  No, instead, she desires a relationship that is mutual and loving – with me. 

God is really no different.  God desperately loves us and desires to enjoy a mutually loving relationship 

– with us.  For that, God has given us the gift of prayer. 

Prayer is that means by which we communicate with God.  God gave us this gift that we could speak 

directly to God with our expressions of gratitude and thanks.  God gave us this gift that we could share with 

God our deepest joys, fears, and hopes.  God gave us this gift that we could seek God’s guidance and will in 

our lives.  God gave us this gift that we could ask for God’s blessings on ourselves and others.  And, God gave 

us this gift that would could listen to that still small voice of God. 

Did you notice that?  Prayer is not just for us to be able to express ourselves to God and rattle off our 

list of expectations to God.  It is also a means by which God speaks to us – if we listen.  God does not simply 

desire to be some genie in a bottle for us, granting our every wish.  Instead, God desires a mutually loving 

relationship. 
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Imagine, if I never listened to my wife, Emma.  That all I ever did was tell her what I want, and what I 

need, and only expect that she would fulfill my needs, never being concerned about her wants and needs.  

That would not be a mutually loving relationship.  Instead, it would make Emma my servant or slave. 

God is not our servant.  Really, it is the other way around – we are the servants of God.  But, how do 

we know the will of the God we serve if we do all the talking and never take time to listen? 

The journey that we have been enjoying with Jesus as we have walked through the Gospel of Luke has 

been an opportunity for us to further foster our relationship with God.  This has given us a chance to better 

understand God’s love for us, and better understand God’s will for us.  It has given us a chance to better 

understand God’s will and love for all of creation.  We have certainly had the opportunity through the gift of 

prayer to express our prayers of concern and need, but we have also been able to use this gift of prayer to 

actually hear God. 

In our gospel reading today, Jesus indicated our need for prayer, which is unceasing and with hope.  

Many people tend to approach prayer with the mentality of, “Lord, give me patience…and I want it right now.”  

That is probably not the most healthy approach to a relationship with God.  The loving relationship with God 

implies that we actually trust God, and trust God’s will, and trust God’s time.  We express our hopes, and our 

fears, and our dreams, and our desires, etc all to God.  And, we know by faith that God hears all of these 

prayers.  And, we further know by faith that God will answer all of these prayers, but according to God’s will 

and God’s time.  That is often the harder part, is the willingness to pray, “Lord, not my will be done, but yours 

be done.” 

For the first 13 years of our marriage, Emma and I had no children.  For years we prayed and 

anguished over not having children – no children.  We prayed earnestly that God would bless us with children 

– still no children.  Finally, together, we prayed that God’s will be done and that God grant us his peace with 

whatever his will might be – still no children, BUT peace did come.  Both of us, almost instantly felt God’s 

peace come upon us.  Now, we both were at ease with if we had children – great, but if we had none – great.  

Either way was good because we were living in God’s peace.  When pregnancy did come a few years later, it 

came as a huge surprise and blessing in our lives.  Both of us would certainly attest to the fact that it was 

certainly not the timing that either one of us would have chosen.  But, looking back on it all through the lens of 

time we have come to realize that the timing was indeed perfect.  There is no doubt in our minds that God’s will 

was accomplished in God’s time, and for us it was a true blessing and it was humbling. 

That little blessing in our lives just turned 9, and Maggie Rose has done more to teach us about faith 

that we ever could have imagined.  A few weeks ago, in the Sunday School class that you sponsor each week 

led by Joan Arnold and MIDN Rebekkah Esquivel and a few other midshipmen the class for Maggie Rose’s 

age group focused on prayer and specifically a prayer of forgiveness.  As a model they used Psalm 51.  Joan 

and Rebekkah encouraged the students to write their own prayer of confession.  Today, for our worship here, 

you prayed that prayer as written by a 9 year old little girl. 
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Through my years I have come to realize that God wants to hear from us – all of us.  Young and old, 

clergy and lay – God wants to hear from us.  Pray – bring it all to God, but foster that relationship that gives 

you the foundation for the prayer you enjoy.  Foster it through worship, through Bible study, through small 

group interaction.  Foster it through service in God’s name.  And listen.  Listen for God’s still small voice – in 

big ways and small ways.  Have faith because God hears all of our concerns and God will indeed answer. 

I firmly believe that God intends for us to be in an ongoing dialogue with him.  This is in many ways 

exemplified through Jacob wrestling with God.  In his wrestling, Jacob was fostering the relationship and 

preparing to ask God for a blessing.  Struggling with God is also what Jesus implies and exactly what our 

prayer ministry does. 

Each week, we have a group of volunteers who engage in a prayer ministry for you.  They pray for you 

by name with very specific concerns and they pray for you in very general terms.  They are struggling with God 

and bathing you in prayer. 

What would it be like if all of us, every day were to struggle with God – seeking God’s blessing?  

Continuing, day after day to ask, “Lord, bless us.”  And then, trusting by faith that God will – according to God’s 

will and God’s time – God will bless us.  Through the whole thing developing a deeper and more meaningful 

relationship with God – every day.  What would that be like? 

Let me encourage you and challenge you.  Find a way over the next 7 days to struggle with God in 

some way.  Pray.  Pray for a fried, for a family member, for your nation – your choice – but pray.  My plan is to 

pray for you that you may have the staminal to actually pray for the next 7 days. 

I trust and have faith that through this God will bless us in some way that we cannot even imagine now, 

but stand by because God will bless us.  And, it will be great on our greatest journey ever, with Jesus. 

Lord, as we struggle with you, bless us – that we may be a blessing.  Strengthen us – that we may 

continue to pray.  And, hear our prayers – praying for your will be done in all creation. 


